- IN-HEMOREAM

DR U SAN BAW
(1922 - 1984)

j'-])'z.' 1 San 'Baw, whn, ‘for the fivst . time in“mwedical himtory- : -

- ununit:ed Eracturea of the neck of femur was bum uf parentl, DT L)

;.Thaw Zan -and - Daw S;L Si, on 29 June 1922 at’ Tapon, Tharawaddy,

“nisurict.

. %:He  ‘attended the St. Agnes. Comvent at Kalaw. and” St. Paul'd "
LLoiHigh School, Rangoon for his primary educatiou. TFor hia middle and:-
--'f.;:high school atudies he attended §t. Paul's High School from 1936 to‘ ’

Frdm:"lgﬁf;r-_tn 1950 Vhe.'pl.-lfsuad his medical " Btudies at ~the -

";‘.d.B.B.-S.l?frum _Rahgo'on—Unive:sity in Mazreh 1%50.

-3 served as' resident :Ln the General Surgery ‘and Gasua].tty__‘r'
t the Ranguon Ganeral Hospital .t'rom June 1950 ‘to Hay'

"‘pioneered -the - “technique . of dvory - hip prosthesis :Ln_repiaéing O

* Medigal -College in Rangoon University.- He was awarded—the_,dégree'of N




. He returned to Burma af:er completion nf his_ studies in’ 1957.-—

:was appointed as’ ~Head of -the-Department- of . Orthopaedic Surgery T
and Lecturer in’ Orthopaedics. at Medleal College, Handalay in - SR .
Movember 1957, Be played an instrumental tole in setting up the;f:' N L
_[ teaching curriculum of Orthopaesdies at the Mandalay Medical Cullege fé;;. -

¢ and 1ater Institute ‘of Medicine, Mandalay. His research im ‘the use
S of ivory prostheaia for wnunited fractures of the neek of femur was_ -
'initiated during ‘that period. i

51:1 It s said that Dr U 8an Bew formed the idea” of usinn ivary,
‘a- natural _and biolagical, material instead of metal the commonly5
used . alemeut, TS hip prosthesis while he- was studying Ao the¢;f
Unitad States.. . : : : -

that

assumad

cotrectly ivury

the histolog

a ;evideut in




. _'- Dr U San Baw rea.d several papers ebaut hiB reaeal:ch “4n- the'r-_-'
- use of ivory proathesis buth dumeaticall}r and abrna The use of
-:Lvury as. an Endcproathesis ‘wag” read at the Burma Medical Conference.'-'

‘hald An Mandalay in 1962. ‘.l‘he pepe: xperiem:es Gained in r.he Uae:j"-

of Ivory Femoral Head Prosthesie ' Wed read ‘at the Burma Medical
Reaearch Conferem:e in 1967 at Ra.ngnon. "He' was - invited by the

B British Orthopaedic Aasociat:ion ta pereoually daliver the paper'

"Ivory Femoral Health Proathesis for the- ‘Management - of Ununited |
Fractures af the Neck of - Femur at’  the- British Drthopaedic--:
Association Cnnfez:ence hexd “4n London- “From 23 to27 September, 1969,
The ConferenCe was- ettended by Otthopaedic Surgeone from the
Americaa,- Eurnpe, Africa’ and Asia. Dr H San Baw's wnrk was;i-,,-_
Vacknowledged 48 a remarkable success -im. the field of orthopeedi

N surgery.r (An extract of the paper read by Dr U San Baw was publiahed '
in the - Journal of Bone and Joint - ‘Surgary; volume 523 PP 173) A
.deseription of Dr U 8am Baw's work can be read “in the Working

People's Dally and Loktha Pyithuy Nezin of 17 September 1979 and also
“in -the ‘article "Burma's l?irst ,Seientific Gifl: ta" Humenir:y"'-i
- Forward magezine of 15 Navember 1969 by - Tha' Ban.' This. was a

tranalation of an article im Burmese in a Burmese magazine.

Other eignifieanl: papers read by Dr U’ San By at: major Lt

'-;sciantific cunferences wera "Biological Bnnding of Bone and Ivory
‘at  the Buzma - Orthnpaedic Conference he].d iu Tnuugyi in 1971.' i
Preliminary Repart on the Use of Ivury Powde: for " the- Surgical N
Mzoagment of Giant Cell Tumour aof Bone ‘im. 19?2 al‘: :he Buma Mediml . .
Conference :I.u Mandalay ‘end ° A New Surgical Technique for - “the
Treatment of. Cungential Psuedathroais of the 'Tibia" et the . Buma .
Medlecal Coofersnce held in Rangoon - in 1973 “and wae subaequently

“published in the Journal of Bons’ and Joint Surgery.

From June 1975 up to-the time nf hie retirement :Lu Octnber
,1980 Dr U San Bew wea I:he Chief uf the Department of Orthopaeﬂic




,!{ong I(ong,
Haluysia and Australia.— He '1actured and explained bout

I{edieal Schools in: those countries receiving wideapraad acclaim ‘Hith
Eeveral lncal newapapera maucioning about hia work,

L In addition, te his. research work: in ivory he alao -ade
siguificant contribubinns to other surgical fislds. He developed .a
new technique for the treatment of congenltal- pseudarthrosis .of the
Tibiag. and at: leapt 15 patlents were treated by this pew. teehnique.-
He -had- conductad alinical ressarch regarding tha uge of ivory powder
_in plar.-e of cancelloua bone to pack reaulting cavitiea of- giant cell
tumuur Df hnne after. curettage. At least 27 cases were treated
thrnugh the - use. of thi- method. Ivory powder was’ alap succeasfully
‘-'uaed far packing hune cavities ‘as a reault of ‘other pathulogical

processes .88 iu'— aneurysmal bone - . cyst, _elmple. .heme . ecyst,-

ehonedryonyxnid—fibma—ftbrm‘s dyeplagias and chrundraclastnmas.
Undez™:Dr - U "San  Bau's aupervision - replantatiou- of cnmplet:ely
amputated hands was ‘undertaken at the Traumatic Surgery Ward at the ,-
Ranguon -General- Hospital. Replantation- of “the completely aoputated °
- amms of at least six persons was successfully accumpliahed.

Orthnpaedic Surgeon, Dr U Sa.n Baw, “retired :I.u Octnber 1980
frnm'public service. During: his rer.iremenl: ‘he actively participated
in '\rarious ‘nedical activitias ‘of ~the Burma Medical Association,
Mandalay, serving a8 Vice Preaide.nt as well as the Patron of 1, At

tie - time of iua death he was the Partrun 0f the’ Upper Burama Medical

r U San Bﬂw passed away on ? De.r.ember 1984 in Handalay .due

omplications ariaing from lung cancer. He 1s.. survived by his
T Daw Myim: _Myint Khia, retired Professor Hedicine a.l: the




Br Daw Myim: Myim: Khin liaa donated a 'Bum “of thirty thousand
'kyats .te 'a- | Fund - held in- trust hy he U’pper- Hurma Medical

Asanciatian, Mandal.ay. It .is intendad: that a2 Cummittee be fumed
" under the - amgiy of ehe Department of - Medieal Research for- the
purpuae uf e&tahlishing, aelecting a.nd awarding an a.nuual prize
entitled "Burma Hedical Aauociation - Dr San Baw's  Prize - fcrr
"Research”. It iy 1earnt ‘that after its formation, the Comulttes will
select from among . the * Medieal "Papera subnittéd tg .
_conalderation ag well® 48 other Medieal - Papers published aepara.tely'
"to award to the hesl: paper "Dr San Bau's Pzize fur Resaarch"; Though
the paper oust be on a medically relateed topic, ite’ author need nut
necessarily be a doe:ur, it"1a learnt._

 Upper Burma Madical Aﬂsnciatiou, 31.91: Street hgtween,?ﬂ;h and '71‘85
streets, Y;u Myoe Lon Quarter, Mandalay, Burma, . N




REpISTRAT:DN No. .0971';
odrom 15,1969

- Eoa IONDON, Oct.’ 15 - ‘Vher Bumese ‘Doctm' U Se.n
more than 100 euccessful operations involving ‘the replncement of” -the

“human hip bone with slephent . lvory, gtepped to the podium at the.
Rayal College ‘of Burgeonsa here in Eeptember ’ & distinguished group of
doctore and surgeon.a 1ist ned. intently S i [

4 e - U ‘Ben Baw cn.rried ‘out his first auceessi‘ul ivory 'branspla.nt

"":I.n 1960 on an 83-year-olé woman, he told the British Orthopedic ABso-
He Plcneersd the use of elephent ivory as a suitablae R

. elatlon meeting.
replacement for ununited hi“ bones 2 particu]arly with elderly people.

mlhk""’”ﬂ{ o

[ERIEY e

~Dr. U San Baw ’ who 18 orthopedio aurgeon et the General Hos;pita.l L

an Mendala,f, plans to return to Burme October 18. His wife, Dr. Tuw
Myint Mylnt Khin, a,lso he.s been in the United Kinadom visitiug medical

-centers.
) : ork is sponsored by the” Gcrvernment of Burma who ‘a aea
him & reeea.rch grant. At 45 he has achieved a- grest deal of prom:f.- ,
nence throughout the world, From 1954 to- 1957 ha studied under
"Doctors: Paul €. Colomna and J.T. Nicholson in Penneylvanie. On his -
-return to Bume in 1957 he began his resrarch on ivory,- which 1ed p
“to. his first successful ivory transple.nt esrly in- 1960. .

L - Unlike 1norganic m:s.teria.ls used by - doctors around the world for -

" bong replacement, ivory is cheap and plentiful.. Dr. U San Baw says- .~
- there are some 2,000 eléphants. in captivity with an ebundant supply

‘of - ivo:-y. He emphasized that - there was:no q_uestion of the elepha.nte

beins slau.ghtered for thelr tuake._ - L -

"Eventua.l]y the elephants die a.nd the 1vory :ls sold to “the
They lend a useful life in Burma end are used extensively for :

_'pu‘blie.
ca.rrying nnd hauling tdmber," he eaid. ‘ e
" . Vhen Dr. U San Baw- returned to Burma in 1957 he xge:.ne upon the_
- idee. ‘of using elevhant. ivory. dnstaad. ;,of the more conventional metals
itaniin and. vitallium which ‘ar to prodiac int ..
eplacenent: costs ga: little' X
outb. :Ln .just he.lf-ar-hour.
" Raw did Dr. U Ean Baw find.the man to caive. his 1vory prothesee?

He'vent to'a ceaftsman who specialized in ivory carving, taking with—

‘him & wooden model of his hip jJoint and explained -exaetly what he
At first," seys Dr. U San -Baw "he was reluctant to carry

S ‘wanted. -
' -~ out the work, but when he found out the good I was trylng to do he
- readily agreed." He edds with some pride ," both the cervnr's father -
end grandfather wers ivory carvers." o p o

The dcctor is very pleased with resnlts he has a.chieved.

The union between the ivory a.nd bone is excellent and dces not
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&q_ d
Bawtg” pa'Eie"lts have 'b...en a.bl

Conference was entitled” Ivory- Protheses far- Ununitedi‘ractured,ﬂeckr'
_of the' Femur." "It @enlt briefly with the mechanical, physical and.-
chemical properties of ivory and reviewed the Tirst 20- patients with
. & follow=-up period: re.nging from-cha,to nine: yem¥s. . i :
the paper was devoted 4o his work since 1960 oh his- fermorel hesd -

prothesea made of .'l.vory For tbe t.rea.tment of non-u.nion of -the neck a.nd

e s 88
i ieznur. .
‘s‘hL

docto:rs gatherec‘ around him to.cxamine one of bis “dvory, hip prothesia.
"You see," he explained,  "theése dodtors are from countries where
there 15-ap sbundant supply of iwvory. They .con’ L
~vork without ‘too muc}l'difficulty." S
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